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SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR, AT LEAST 176 PEOPLE REPORTED KILLED IN UNRWA SHELTERS

FROM UNRWA COMMISSIONER-GENERAL PHILIPPE LAZZARINI

AMMAN, 19 November 2023 - “| watched with sheer horror reports from an attack on the al-Fakhoura
UNRWA school-turned-shelter in northern Gaza. It is just cruel.

“Classrooms sheltering displaced families were hit and at least 24 people were reported killed in the
strike. Up to 7,000 people were in the school at the time. This is the second time that this school is hit. On

4 November, at least 12 people were killed and 54 injured.
“In less than 24 hours, two UNRWA schools sheltering displaced families were hit in the Gaza Strip.
“On Friday 17 November, another UNRWA school “Al-Falah/Zeitoun” in Gaza City was directly struck,

leaving scores of people Killed and injured. Up to 4,000 people were in the school at the time.

Ambulances could not reach the school to provide help.

“This is yet another proof that no one, and nowhere is safe in Gaza. Once again, shelters meant to
provide safety and protection to civilians have been hit, killing many people, including children. These

acts not only blatantly contravene the rules of war, they also show a total disregard for humanity.

“Since the war began, at least 176 people sheltering in UNRWA facilities were reported killed and nearly

800 were reported injured during Israeli Forces” bombardment. UNRWA is unable to confirm the casualty

figures and is verifying. UNRWA confirms that at least 17 of its facilities were directly hit.

“The large number of UNRWA facilities hit and the number of civilians killed cannot just be “collateral
damage”. Most of the facilities hit had families in them including older people, parents, and children.
They were all clearly marked as UN buildings carrying a blue flag. UNRWA shares the coordinates of
these buildings on a regular basis with parties to the conflict. This vicious war is reaching a point of no
return when all rules are disrespected, in overt disregard for civilian lives. | call and appeal once again
for humanity to prevail and for a humanitarian ceasefire right now".

Notes to Editors:

As of 18 November, UNRWA was able to verify that 85 incidents have impacted 67 UNRWA

installations since the beginning of the war. Of these, 17 were directly hit.

Based on information available at the time of reporting, there have been five Israeli Forces”

incursions into UNRWA installations since the beginning of the war.

Over half of the impacted installations are south of Wadi Gaza.

In total, 104 UNRWA colleagues have been killed since the beginning of the war. This is the highest
number of United Nations aid workers killed in a conflict in the history of the United Nations. At

least half have been killed south of Wadi Gaza.

Nearly 900,000 displaced people are sheltering in UNRWA facilities across the Gaza Strip. This is

six times more than what UNRWA planned for under a worst-case scenario.

Background Information:

UNRWA is the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. The United
Nations General Assembly established UNRWA in 1949 with a mandate to provide humanitarian assistance and
protection to registered Palestine refugees in the Agency's area of operations pending a just and lasting solution
1o their plight

UNRWA operates in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, The Gaza Strip, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria

Tens of thousands of Palestine refugees who lost their homes and livelihoods due to the 1948 conflict continue to
be displaced and in need of support, nearly 75 years on.

UNRWA helps Palestine Refugees achieve their full potential in human development through quality services it
provides in education, health care, relief and social services, protection, camp infrastructure and improvement,
microfinance, and emergency assistance. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions.

Your support is crucial to help us provide emergency aid
to displaced families in Gaza
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Sign up below to receive the latest news and updates about our work with Palestine refugees across the Middle East.
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