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ARMED CONFLICTS

Israeli forces turn UN-run schools, shelter centres into
settings for brutal crimes against civilians
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Geneva - The Israeli oc

pation continues to viola

orture, and intimidation of civilians, Euro-Med Human Rights

cial killings, arbitrary arre

the Gaza Strip's Ja

aid on Al-Raffi School ir ugee camp, which houses thousands of

p down to their un and remain this

displaced s young as age 15. Israeli soldiers forced themales to str

took them te an unknown location while forcefully displacing women amidst gunfire

way, then

The Israeli ken multiple forms, Euro-Med Monitor nos
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hs of hundreds of civilians and the injury of hundreds more.
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Fakhoura School and dozens of other school Gaza and its northern areas wvell as in Khan Yunis in the southern part of the Strip and Al

Bureij in the central area

Preliminary infor ion gathered by the Euro-Med Monitorteam indicates that these attacks were unjustified and targeted innocent civili

after receiving Israeli orders to evacuate their ho and residential ar

who had sought refuge in shelter centre
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Euro-Med Monitor reported that the second pha ground invasion of the Gaza <

jeting schools and

revealed that dozens of testimonies have been received regarding the Israeli army’s storming of these schools after destroying their walls and

inte

gates h tanks, ami se gunfire and tank shells.

The human rights group also underscored that Israel'sforces have carried out field executions at several of these schools, such as the “S

ithdrew

Abu Ghazala" school in Jabalia, where n

e bodies were found, including those of en and children, after Israeli forces w

area on 13 December.

il told Euro-Med Monitor that after Israeli force:

pened, an elderly man calledYoussef K

ere in one of th

soldiers opened fire directly at his family members while they assrooms.

h otherPalestinian civilians and held
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Khalil pointed out that after his family members

case.

hich he was subjected to beatings and torture before his eventual re

After the Israeli forces withdrew from the vicinity ¢ ationed for a week, Khalil returned to the building only to find

he scl

ool where they were

d state of dec: woman, her husband, and several of

the bodies of his ly memibers in an adval mpasition. Among the victims were

the

Video clips filmed at 5 and 15 December and obtained by Euro-Med Monitor showclassrooms that have

least two bodies on the ground, and a number of other bodies, including a woman's body, as well as a mattress ood, bullet ho

and blood stains on the ground

Alengside the killings in shelter schools, Euro-Med Monitor warned, Israeli forces are actively detaining males as young as 14 years, forcing them
inhumane torture and abuse take place. Worr
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n, meanwhile, are s

bjected to in

to strip and transfe to other sit

ing the

and interrogation, with some being ar d and others being re

Eyewitnesses informed the Euro-Med Monitor team that Israeli forc ve looted the personal belongings and money of the

displaced, confiscating golden j from women, for example, in several instances.
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Euro-Med Monitor m: oned that the third stage of violations a

military into barracks, to use a: ry headquarters for the Israeli occupying forcs igating and
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tormenting Palestinian civilians.



It indicated that the fourth stage of targeting shelter centres involves their destruction, which Israel accomplishes either by planting explosives

or completely demolishing them, as when it destroyed a school on 12 December near the Indonesian Hospital in Beit Lahia, northern Gaza.

em were built with

Euro-Med Menitor emphasised that, as these schools are under the supervision of the United Nations and many of
European funding from taxpayers in European Union countries, they are supposed to enjoy special protection during the peak of military

attacks. In reality, however, Israeli forces continue to target the schools and celebrate their destruction: this is evident in many recent videos.

The Geneva-based human rights organisation pointed out th: e deliberate targeting of shelter centres and the commission of killings,
destruction, and torment are a natural result of the policy of impunity Israel enjoys—ofthe near-total international silence that encourages Israel

te commit war crimes and crimes against humanity

The ongoing operations of killir

, physical elimination, and systematic destruction of buildings and facilities have no explanaticn or justification

other than being part of deliberate acts of revenge, stated Euro-Med Monitor, with civilians who are supposed to be protected under

nternational humanitarian law paying the price.

Euro-Med Monitor called for an urgent international investigation into the horrific crimes committed by the Israeli army in its incursions into

the Gaza Strip, including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary arrests, and widespread torture of men and women, as well as the unnecessary

destruction of schools.

It affirmed that, according to international humanitarian law, Israel is obliged to take all possible precautions to avoid harming

civilians, and to ensure that they areprovided

th adequate conditions for their safety and shelter.

It also emphasised that civilians choosing to remain in evacuation areas do not lose their protection, and it is prohibited to target them under

any pretext

Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor stressed that an immediate ceasefire is the essential demand that everyone should work towards achieving
in order to save the civilians who have so far survived the genocide targeting 2.3 million people in the Gaza Strip. It concluded that al

nternational mechanisms to investigate the committed crimes should be activated, in order to achieveaccountability, justice, and fairness.
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